Editorial.

This quarter has been eventful even thought the rain has put a dampener (literally) on the number of visitors. Nevertheless there are still hardy folk out there who enjoy a ramble even though it is a bit squelchy underfoot.

Have you noticed that events and concerts seem to come in clusters? The end of April/beginning of May has been particularly busy – a Jazz Concert, an Opera, Children’s Day and Mother’s Day all happening over a 3 week period, straining our volunteers to the limit.

Seeing some new faces at the barbecues and cafe has been very pleasing, but of course I would love to see more Friends involved and joining in the fun. After the Jazz concert we had a supper party – a chance for volunteers who worked on the day to mix and mingle with the Jazz quintet – something we will do again at future concerts.
In this issue Barry Kemp, one of our original members, Public Officer and Historian will acquaint us with some of the history of Coffs Harbour and the Garden. This will become a regular feature in subsequent editions, and will include some of our archive pictures. Is there a Friend who would like to help him keep up our historical records? I know he would love to hear from you. Barry is one of our “quiet workers”, always willing to submit an article for the newsletter, and very generous with his time and expertise. Barry also produced the leaflet of Plants of the North Coast Region which is on sale in the shop.
There have been some changes in the Friends’ Committee: Ray Morphett has resigned from the position of President, and the committee voted to have Jenny Wilson take over the position. Jan Moran has accepted the position of Secretary in Jenny’s place, and Pat Armstrong has rejoined the committee and agreed to be the Assistant Secretary.

Friends are welcome to come to a committee meeting at any time. These occur on the second Friday of each month, at 1.30 pm in the cottage. We are always on the look-out for new Committee members, and with elections being held in August, please consider running for office. New faces and new blood bring an extra dynamic to our very active organisation!

And I would like to pass on just a few of the comments from the visitor’s book to show you that our Garden is the envy of many and always a source of joy to tourists and locals alike.

Friends and garden staff take a bow....

Recent comments in the visitor’s book include...

"Beautiful, relaxing place" (England)

"Lovely gardens, fantastic mosaic near the bird of paradise" (Bathurst)

"Lots of Australian areas - I liked that" (Cambodia)

"One of the most beautiful gardens we have seen in our lives" (France)

“A Garden to be hugely proud of – a marvellous achievement for a town with a small population” (Canada).

Eve Colley


Editor
From the Treasury.

Our income for the quarter ended 31/3/2011 was $42,757 and our expenditure $20,885. Income included a very generous bequest from the estate of the late Ruth Robinson of $14,184 which is to be allocated to a special section of the Japanese Garden construction.
Total funds available as at 31/3/2011 was $37,845 including $20,000 which was placed in a Term Deposit for 6 months.
The Friends insurance policies, which are “Voluntary Workers Personal Accident Insurance” and “Public and Products Liability Insurance”, have been updated and placed with NCOSS Community Cover which is the Council of Social Service of New South Wales. This has been arranged through Aon Risk Services Australia Limited. The Voluntary Workers Insurance now has no age limit, however, due to Government Legislation, the cover provided by this type of insurance is very limited. There is a copy of this Policy at the Garden Shop for the information of Volunteers.
Kim Raymond
History of the Botanic Garden - part one.

Having the important-sounding title of "Keeper of Historic Records" for the Friends (you didn't know there was one, did you?), I thought rather than having the history of the Garden and the site tucked away where no-one reads it, I would try to present it in narrative, serial form for the newsletter. This is the first exciting episode...

To avoid the mistake of starting with the appearance of the first Europeans, I consulted Neil Yeates' "Coffs Harbour, Vol 1, Pre 1880 to 1945".  Neil was a foundation member of the Friends. He records that the mid-north coast produced such an abundance of food and other requirements that the local Kumbaingeri tribal groups had no need to travel far, only moving camp to rest the site. Fish and shellfish, mutton birds, rainforest fruits like Woolgoolga (Syzygium australe), mammals (including fruit bats) and reptiles were included in their diet and they were apparently tall and very healthy. Their decline after contact with Europeans due to disease, dispossession and disruption to their culture is recorded by Yeates.
The "Aboriginal Plants Walk" in the Botanic Garden is an acknowledgment that there were people here for thousands of years before white settlement, living in harmony with their environment.

The first settlers at Port Jackson were under great stress for a long time dependent on the erratic arrival of supplies from overseas. The limits of settlement set by a succession of Governors slowly spread north and south of Port Jackson, usually preceded by unauthorized, but sometimes temporary settlers in search of valuable timber or other resources. 
Matthew Flinders, during his 1802/03 circumnavigation, apparently added to the number of "Solitary Islands" named by Cook. However, Captain John Korff is generally credited with discovering "Coffs Creek" when he sheltered from a storm in about 1847. The first temporary resident (he returned later) is said to have been a cedar cutter called Walter Harvie who crossed Coffs Creek with his bullock team and set up camp near the present showgrounds in about 1865. He cut cedar from Red Hill and floated it down the creek, so it would have passed the present Botanic Garden on the outgoing tide on its way to the beach to be winched through the surf to sailing ships.
The Bellinger valley was permanently settled long before Coffs Harbour. It had a navigable river, extensive tracts of cedar and other valuable timbers close to the river, and large tracts of potential agricultural and grazing land. By 1879, cedar cutters in the Orara valley were in the upper reaches and hauled logs over Red Hill, at first floating them down the creek from just upstream of the garden site (but later rolling them down Beacon Hill). This exploitation of the upper Orara forests seems to have provided the impetus for permanent settlement at Coffs Harbour in 1880 (the same year the lighthouse on Split Solitary Island was manned for the guidance of coastal shipping). 
One of the first settlers to take up a selection was John Carrall. (Carralls Creek runs behind the Botanic Garden works depot). For some time, the Carrall family house, near the centre of the present town, was the drop off point for infrequent postal delivery on horseback. It must have been a hard life, raising a family in a split-paling and bark roof hut in an isolated settlement. Mortality was high at this time. The first cemetery (at about the site of Nana Lane council depot) was replaced by a new one surveyed in 1891 and dedicated in 1892, and this shares a boundary with the Botanic Garden.       

To be continued............

Barry Kemp
Education News


Youth Week in the Gardens.
The Botanic Gardens celebrated youth week on April 8 with students from Coffs Harbour High, Orara High and artist Tony Hart.

Tony has been completing a painting for the Gardens that records the importance of Fitzroy Oval Aboriginal campsite and adjoining Gardens precinct to the Gumbayngirr people. (During the 1940's until the 1950's this precinct was a campsite for over 20 Aboriginal families). 

Tony told the students stories of how the Aboriginal people lived on this place during this period. He also explained their relationship with the natural environment.

Students took notes and asked questions with commendable dedication through the rain that poured down on the morning of the workshop.

Ausbiota
Year 11 Biology Days for 2011 are Tuesday June 7, Wednesday June 8 and Thursday June 9. Only a few places left if you are thinking of booking.
Sue McEntyre. Education Officer

During the Christmas holidays, Sue held classes in Art, including mixed media, for children and took groups bug-hunting in the mangroves to learn about the importance of these estuarine systems. Below a group of youngsters get stuck into painting trees and animals.

Vale, Merren Bianchi
The strength of the Friends lies in the many people volunteering their talents for the benefit of the Garden. Some have worked quietly for many years behind the scenes.

Merren Bianchi was one such person. For about 10 years Merren applied her skill as a florist every Monday morning to mount dried pressed plants for the herbarium collection. These plants are prepared on special archival paper using special narrow tape. If woody, they are physically sown on with non-degradable thread.

The aim is to preserve these specimens so as to be available for study by botanists in centuries to come. Merren fully appreciated the importance of her work as she arranged the dried material in a lifelike manner. It was important that the structure of flowers and fruits were not obscured by the tape and that there were some leaves showing the upper and lower sides.

Any interested Friends may visit the herbarium on a Monday morning to see some of her handiwork. Whereas in the past there was a great backlog of specimens to be mounted, this has now decreased; and so a replacement is not a priority.

Merren was very knowledgeable with identification of garden plants, as she was a keen gardener for many years.

Merren Bianchi passed away after a short illness on 14th February, 2011.

Alex Floyd

It’s a Letter to the Editor!
The Geebung Gazette – Letter to the Editor

In a previous issue of the Geebung Gazette the Editor encouraged us, the readers, to contribute material to the Gazette. She even stated that a Letter to the Editor would make her day! I can’t resist the challenge. 

Development Plan for the Garden

Does our Committee have a medium-term Development Plan for the Garden for, say, the next five years? If so, could it be published in each issue of the Gazette, together with a brief report on the progress that has been made towards achieving the objectives? Such a Plan needs to have a prioritised list of Projects to be undertaken in the short and medium terms; it needs to be ambitious but financially realistic. We know that the Japanese Garden Project is underway and that there are plans to upgrade the India section, but what comes after that? I would suggest that regular publication of a Plan would keep us all better informed and provide “ownership” of projects that are planned or in progress.
Dennis Watson

As editor, this is not a question I can answer in full because the Garden is a Council project. However there is a management plan, and this is currently being updated.
Dennis has a couple more suggestions. We, the Committee, would welcome comment from other Friends about these. 
As an Information Officer I have a particular interest in the role that the Garden plays in providing botanical information and education. In this context I submit two ideas as possible future development projects.

Botanical Database

Construction of computer database holding botanical information, located in the Shop/Information Office on a laptop, would represent a major improvement in the provision of information, education and advice. This database could be linked to our Friends website, and could be interactive, with a substantial search capability. 
I recognise that there is already a wealth of relevant information in the books and manuals that are held in the Shop. But try finding the answer to a reasonable botanical question from a keen gardener when you are (simultaneously!) selling ice-creams to kids, greeting a tourist-bus load of visitors and answering a telephone enquiry from an anxious mother of the bride about bookings for a wedding! A laptop computer on the counter could provide access to the botanical database and be used by the person making the enquiry, not to mention providing a great educational resource for school and TAFE students.
Of course, building and editing such a database is a very large undertaking, although much material could be scanned in from our library of books and manuals. Nevertheless, it is likely that we would need to employ a suitably skilled person to do some of the work. However the size of the task ought not daunt us if the result is valuable and consistent with the objectives of the Botanic Garden.

Food Plants

Development of a section of the Garden devoted to plants used directly or indirectly for human food would, in my view, be a very worthwhile future project. 
In an advanced society it behoves us all to know where our food comes from and how it is produced. In addition, there is a growing awareness throughout the World of the likelihood of catastrophic food shortages as the global population races towards a predicted size of nine billion humans by 2050. Agricultural plants have a major role to play in responding to such a disaster. Providing information and education, especially to school students, about plants of agricultural importance is therefore a useful objective. 
We could devote a section of the garden to plants that produce fruit, vegetables, nuts, grains, sugar and vegetable oils (direct human nutrition), as well as pasture plants and forage crop plants (indirect human nutrition). I can foresee such a section, with complementary database information, playing a valuable role for school projects in the future. We already have a herb garden for the garnish; what about the main course!

Dennis L Watson
A stunning new mosaic in our Garden.

Take a wander down to South Africa past the back of the glasshouses to the bed of strelitzias at the back of Tropical Africa. There you will find our most recent mosaic set into the pathway. This mosaic of strelitzia was designed and made by a highly talented artist, Karen Barker, who donated it to the Garden. Ian had it set into the path where it has been much admired.

Thank you very much, Karen, for your kindness.

Historical records and photographs

In the early days of the Friends there were several informal, "non-elected" or appointed positions which were usually mentioned at the AGM. These included "Keeper of historic records" and "Keeper of photographic records". Somehow, about 15 years ago, these gravitated to me (I don't recall volunteering!) and I occasionally remember and try to bring these up to date.
I have scanned a selection of the many prints and slides etc. in our collection and these are available for general use under an "Images" file on the Friend's PC (backed up on a Flash-drive). Any offers of pics of events or activities would be welcome, whether digital or older media. You may be able to fill in some gaps. 
Also, if there is a keen photographer out there who would like to take this over as a personal project, attending functions and special occasions as our "official photographer" (subject to committee approval), adding pics and "progress" images to the collection that would be great.
As well as any interesting documents, I maintain a list of events in chronological order, often just single - line entries, but now running to seven pages, commencing with some information others like Neil Yeates and Jack Lawson collected about the site before it was a garden. Sometimes I hear about something after it happened. If there is an event you think I may not know about, but which should be recorded, please let me know.
Barry Kemp  Public Office and Archivist.

The Garden Cafe

Ah! Autumn at last, the humidity has gone, and there are beautiful days ahead in the Garden (we hope).

The best thing about volunteering at the Garden Cafe (or one of them) is the customers, always polite and appreciative of the service we try to provide. They come from all walks of life and from many places around the world and are always ready for a chat...

Well that is except for one recent customer, I’m told, who did not read our menu nor our opening hours, but chose to loll around our tables, no doubt waiting for “frog legs” to be served. When these were not forthcoming, our gardener, Pete, witnessed him helping himself from our little pond full of frogs. The squealing attracted Pete’s attention and he watched as one poor little frog was halfway down our customer’s throat (shudder and yuk!). Yes, the customer was a green tree snake, and Pete didn’t feel he should grab its legs and save the frog – after all this is the circle of life. I suppose I would not appreciate some crazed chook grabbing the drumstick of one of his relatives from my mouth, would you? With his belly now full, we hope he has gone into hibernation.

There is always something going on at the Garden Cafe, so make sure you come and visit us. In winter we will have our cosy outdoor room (see-through cafe curtains), and you will be able to enjoy our homemade soups and crusty bread without having to sit in a noisy shopping centre or drafty pavement cafe, and will still be able to enjoy the lovely surrounds of the Botanic Garden.

Ciao, Jude.
Christmas Bells
Historian Neil Yeates, in "Coffs Harbour, volume 1", records the following from The Advocate of 10th Jan 1928..

"The beauties of Coffs Harbour are enhanced just now by the thousands of lovely Christmas bells...There are acres of them... a carpet of yellow with a reddish tint.....On the Rifle Range and Racecourse plain they are very thick... and along the railway line towards Sawtell...also in their thousands opposite the Showgrounds within a few minutes walk of town. The protection given them under the new regulations leaves them unmolested."

Sadly "the regulations" have not saved them from the effects of development and they are now very rare or extinct in the areas described, even along Christmas bells road.                          
Barry Kemp
Garden Works
Konichiwa  ii teki desu ne? Hello and how are you?

The Japanese Garden development is edging closer. We have received the grant funding from the NSW Premiers Department and will start construction of the waterside pavilion in May. TAFE will also complete the entrance statement at the same time.
There is a new work group in the sensory garden. The Coffs Harbour Support Service group are bringing some of their clients with intellectual disabilities to help maintain the herb gardens. They are here every Monday morning and are mulching and planting with great enthusiasm. 
Council is developing an assets management register and we have been quantifying some of the assets in the Garden I thought these figures may be of interest to you:

· We have 2.77 kilometres of roads and 4.4 kilometres of paths throughout the gardens. 
· Our combined boardwalks are over 690 metres long.  
· There are 34 seats throughout the gardens and 72 car parking spaces.
A special thanks goes out to Euwyn who has been working away in the glasshouses every day for the past few months. The bromeliad collection is looking wonderful. Eve has been working on the Orchid displays as well and the overall effect is fantastic. I highly recommend a walk through the glasshouses.
The Botanic garden of Australia and New Zealand (BGANZ) national conference is on in October this year and will be held in Albury. The theme is “Staying viable and valuable”. This conference is a great opportunity to see what is happening in other gardens and hopefully will provide some great ideas for us. The BGANZ website and the B.G.C.I  (international group) both have wonderful websites that are worth a visit to see what’s on in other gardens. Hope to see you in the gardens soon - but bring your wellies. 
Ian Corbett.
The Garden Guides
Where else apart from the Garden Guides could you learn about common  cuckoo spit, Eugenia Pimple Gall, leaf rollers and Ogmograptus scribula (the scribbly gum moth)? In April, Ros and Alex took the guides on a garden tour to meet some of the insects and caterpillars lurking in the undergrowth, and a fascinating trip it was too.
If you are interested in becoming a Garden Guide, Ros is eager to train you. Come along to the next workshop – held on the first Thursday of every month, and become acquainted with plants and bugs and critters. In June we will have a look at a variety of ferns. and in July – significant trees. Whatever the topic, our instructors are excellent, and we always pick up fascinating facts.
...And more on plant communication...
I admit that I find it fascinating that plants have a rich network of communication both above and below ground, and the plant world can be just as fierce and ruthless as the critter world. Perhaps I just need the justification for chit - chatting with the orchids every Tuesday!

Not only do plants warn of predators and share resources, they also form alliances with different plant species, favour their siblings over plants of the same species but not related, and eavesdrop on each other’s chemical chatter, sometimes selfishly and sometimes sympathetically.

The rhizosphere – the ecosystem around plant roots - is a brand new world to researchers, but what a complex, rich world it is proving to be. The  millions of bacteria and fungi in each spoonful of dirt form a symbiotic relationship with plant roots, helping their hosts to absorb water and vital elements in return for a steady supply of nutrients. The fungal threads physically unite the roots of dozens of trees, often of different species, into a single social network. Using this mycorrhizal system, water and nutrients tend to flow from trees that make excess food to ones who don’t have enough. A study in 2009 showed that older Douglas firs transferred molecules containing carbon and nitrogen to saplings of the same species.
In 2007, Susan Dudley, a plant researcher from Canada, showed that a plant potted with an unrelated individual spread its roots and soaked up as much water and nutrients as it could. However when planted with siblings in the one pot they showed restraint, taming their roots to better share resources. Other experiments have indicated that plants are capable of kin recognition and selection, even when this altruistic behaviour comes at a cost to one’s own well-being.
Of course there is always the scoundrel lurking in the undergrowth...parasitic vines find their hosts by sniffing the air and following the chemical scents, finding the healthiest of plants by their chemical signature.

Plants look so passive, silent and innocent – far from it! They can create the environment around them and have some control over what is going on through chemical communication.
Much of the content of this article was derived from New Scientist :The secret life of plants”, 26th. March 2011. written by Ferris Jabr.

Events
What a roller coaster!! The weather gods have been so unpredictable and generally unkind that I am amazed that the events volunteers don’t all have ulcers!

Harmony Day was excellent. A beautiful colourful day filled with happy faces. Prior to the Festivities was a citizenship ceremony, and this was followed by entertainment provided by many different ethnic groups. Susan Clark at Council does a wonderful job of production for this event.
Janet Seidel and her excellent quintet unfortunately was not well attended. It rained all week, and even though the Sunday was pleasant the ground was squishy and evidently people were not inclined to come to the Garden. What a pity! It was a brilliant concert, and I would certainly want to invite Janet and her group back again, but preferably in the summer months.
Marriage of Figaro, the Opera in the Garden was transferred to the Jetty High School because the weather was so awful. About 350 people attended and it was an excellent production. We hope they will return next year and that the weather will be more clement.
Children’s (Kite) Day was brilliant. The sun shone, the kites bravely flew, and we had, for the first time, enough food and enough volunteers to cope with the hungry hordes. The ground was saturated, and we laughed at the sight of a very small girl decked out in her beautiful kimono complete with make-up, and wearing miniature wellies. 

My deep thanks to all who helped at these events. Jan and Jovana, Edith and Pat, Libby and Jeremy, Di and Lawrence, Lyn and Celma, Kaye, Ros and Mary, Jenny and Peter, and the cafe gangs – Helen, Jude, Heather and others made everything run smoothly. Thanks also to Ian and Rick, without whom events like Kite Day could not be staged.

Malcolm McLeod of the Council did an excellent job to arrange entertainment games and food stalls for the day. 

Welcome to new members...


Jeany Chang, Terry Coghlan, Rosemary Dagger, Graham Davey, Helen Gooley, Barrie Milne, the Stuart family, Jessica Young.











